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became a sceptic himself, and in 1838 published an
Enquiry concerning the Origin of Christianity In defence
of his conclusions. The book is intended to show that
Christianity is explicable by purely natural causes.
A criticism of the New Testament narrative leads to
the conclusion that Jesus was a man of high moral
genius, who belonged originally to the sect of the
Essenes, and developed their teaching under the
influence of the time. Strauss, whose Life of Christ
had appeared in 1835, procured a translation of
HennelPs book into German; and in a preface says
that Hennell, although ignorant of recent German
criticism, was " on the very track " which the Germans
had entered. He had, too, the practical insight of an
English man of business, and solved " at one spring "
problems over which the German "flutters with
many learned formulae." Hennell treated the subject
in the " earnest and dignified tone of the truthseeker " ;
and, xmlike rancorous assailants of Christianity, derived
religion, not from priestcraft, but from the essential
needs of human nature. George Eliot's admiration
for the book is shown by an analysis l which she wrote
on the occasion of its republication in 1852. She
bought a copy soon after going to Coventry, and had
read it before she met the Brays. Kingsley mentions
it as one of the books which Alton Locke studied as
a representative of the "intelligent artisans of the
period." Hennell's sister Sara was interested in the
same questions, and expounded her doctrines at length
in Present Religion as a Faith owning Fellowship with
Thought. It appeared in three volumes in 1865, 1873,
and 1887, and is one of the many attempts to present
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